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. Figure 1: Nationalities of Participants RESU LTS
Introduction - —

Participant stories in Phase-l (early) and Phase-Ill (middle) of
Dementia is a progressive neurogenic disease impacting

the dementia continuum described how inclusion in everyday
individuals younger than 65 years old who often are working,

life activities, their roles, and interactions were keys to
raising families, and contributing to society. Individuals personhood preservation. Participants also expressed their
experiencing early-onset dementia (EOD) gradually lose self- negative feelings when excluded by others from everyday life
perception, and others including family may no longer perceive participation & roles and its affect on the perceived loss of
them as the people they once were. How can caregivers and personhood as they lived with dementia.
therapists protect and preserve a sense of identity that will Individuals with EOD and their partners/caregivers jointly
contribute to quality of life? Narrative research claims constructed late Phase-Il stories while caregivers solely
storytelling stitches together fragments of life and is a tool for provided Phase-lll (late) stories. As the disease progressed, the
understanding oneself and negotiating this with others.

responsibility of personhood preservation and identity attribution
Understanding the impact of narrative shifts that reflect shifted exclusively to others around the person with EOD.

Nationalities

m United States = Great Britain Australia

changing identity and personhood could facilitate person- |dentified themes reflected how both preservation and loss of
centered interventions designed to maximize quality of life along | | o identity influenced the perceived quality of life.
the dementia continuum. Figure 2: Types of Dementia reported by Participants There were no differences in narrative components across the

Objective

Types of Dementia nationalities of participants.

CONCLUSIONS

This study aimed to map how personal and socially attributed
identity shifted as everyday life changed over the dementia
continuum. The goal was to determine if common narrative and
life story themes marked key indicators of perceptions of self,
others and everyday life roles.

The materials of the study were open-source video, audio, and
text material submitted by individuals experiencing EOD and
their family members for public use. Nine of the participants

This study's results provide clinicians with supplemental
information that may assist in relevant treatment goal-setting
that advances the quality of life for individuals with early-onset
dementia and their families.
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